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Julep Dupree tells lies. A lot of them. She's a con artist, a master of
disguise, and a sophomore at Chicago's swanky St. Agatha High, where
her father, an old-school grifter with a weakness for the ponies, sends her
so she can learn to mingle with the upper crust. For extra spending
money, Julep doesn’t rely on her dad—she runs petty scams for her
classmates while dodging the dean of students and maintaining an A+
(okay, A-) average.

But when she comes home one day to a ransacked apartment and her
father gone, Julep’s carefully laid plans for an expenses-paid golden
ticket to Yale start to unravel. Even with help from St. Agatha's resident
Prince Charming, Tyler Richland, and her loyal hacker sidekick, Sam,
Julep struggles to trace her dad’s trail of clues through a maze of creepy stalkers, hit attempts, family secrets, and worse, the
threat of foster care.

With everything she has at stake, Julep's in way over her head . .. but that's not going to stop her from using every trick in the
book to find her dad before his mark finds her.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS ACT I

Julep starts her narration with the following quote, “The truth is, conscience exists because everyone has something in their
past they're not proud of. And if you're smart enough to use that to your advantage, you can stay one step ahead of the
consequences. Any good con man with the right kind of rope can hang an entire mob” (1). After finishing the novel, discuss
in detail how it relates to the story. Cite specific examples to support your analysis.

Q When Julep reflects on the time her dad disappeared, she says that, “...everything changed after that. Or rather, | changed. |
no longer wanted my father’s life” (16). Based off of what we learn about her father in the book, how is Julep still like her
father? How is she not like him?

Q In an early conversation with Tyler, Julep remarks, “I'm intrigued. He seems to have a knack for the tale. | try to place why his
style strikes me as familiar, and then | remember seeing his dad on TV. I'd never thought to equate politics to grifting before,
but the comparison seems apt. Especially now, watching the way Tyler is playing the dean” (54). Do you agree with this as-

sessment? How could grifting be like politics? Use examples both from the book and from real life to support your view. 1



ACT I

Q Do you think Julep made the right decision not to call the police after finding her dad had disappeared? Why or why
not? What are the benefits of telling someone else? What are the downfalls?

When Julep reflects on why Tyler might be helping her, she says, “You don't get something for nothing. Not in life, and
certainly not in this business. Tyler seems content to just be along for the ride. But Sam'’s question, though insulting,
raised a fair point: if Tyler doesn't want my services, what does he want” (60)? What did Tyler want? Cite specific ex-
amples that foreshadow his true motives.
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Q Tyler tells Julep that she’s, “different. Somehow less breakable” (61). Do you agree with this assessment of her? Why
or why not? In what ways is she more so? In what ways is she breakable? Support your responses by citing specific
examples from the novel.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS ACT II

Q When Julep first meets Tyler’s dad, she notes, “The two are clearly cut from the same Star-Spangled Banner. Which is

why I'm a bit puzzled by the slight hardening in Tyler's eyes when they touch on his father. | didn’t realize how much
I'd assumed Tyler leads a charmed life, but now | wonder if that's really the case. | suppose it could be your average
parent angst, but the brittleness in Tyler’s smile seems more disdainful than
resentful” (143).

» What did this assessment of Tyler foreshadow?

« Do you agree with Julep that Tyler didn't lead a charmed life? Why or why not?

* Why did his smile seem disdainful?

« Do you believe Tyler and his dad were alike or different? Cite specific examples.

When Tyler asks Julep to tell him her real name, she says, “No one knows it but me and my dad...Well, and my mom.
Wherever she is” (147). Why do you think Julep hides her name from everyone?

Although Julep's real name is never officially revealed in the story, there are several hints hidden in the text. A close
reading of the book would easily give away what her real name is. Did you figure it out? What clues gave it away?

When Tyler asks Julep what she wants to be, she says, "I guess | want to be ordinary...Actually, | want to be extraordi-
nary. Butin an ordinary way” (147). What does she mean by this? Why do you think this is who she chooses to be?

After Julep finds the girls who are being held as slaves, Tyler tells her that they need to rescue them, but she argues that
they can't help them. He calls her heartless, but she says, “I'm not being heartless, I'm being realistic. We can't rescue
them—not without help” (228). Who do you believe is right? Is Julep heartless or is she realistic?

When Julep was younger, her dad told her, “People don’t generally believe themselves to be evil. Just strong...And they
think that the world owes them something” (238). Do you agree with this sentiment? Why or why not? Use examples
from the book or real life to support your view.
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Julep's dad tells her, "Power is like the fish that swallows Geppetto. People become trapped by it. They're afraid with-
out it, they'll drown in the sea of mediocrity with the rest of us” (238). What does he mean by this? Where do we see
examples of this in the novel?






